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A pesquisa em Saude Coletiva no Brasil

A pesquisa em Satde Coletiva tem por objetivo produzir conhecimentos que, em ultima
instancia, tornem concretas as nossas visoes e desejos relacionados a satide da populacao
e nos ajude a construir novas alternativas no sentido da prevencao das doencas, da pro-
mocao da satde e da organizacao de um sistema equanime de satde.

Existem vdrios indicios da relevancia e do crescimento das atividades de pesquisa
em Satide Coletiva no pais. O nimero de grupos de pesquisas nesta drea cresce acelerada-
mente. O diretério de grupos de pesquisa do CNPq registra quase 400 deles, envolvendo
aproximadamente 2.500 pesquisadores. Os programas de pés-graduacdo em Satide Coleti-
va chegam a 27, muitos deles com alto grau de consolidacdo. O niimero de produtos da
atividade cientifica (artigos, dissertacgdes, teses, mestres e doutores) cresce vertiginosa-
mente. A necessidade do debate cientifico se amplia; ndo por acaso, o nimero de partici-
pantes em cada novo encontro cientifico da drea surpreende sempre os organizadores,
que ndo conseguem prever o seu crescimento exponencial. H4d também evidéncias do
crescimento da qualidade teérico-metodolégica da investigacdo e da ampliag¢do da parti-
cipacdo da producao cientifica nacional em Satde Coletiva no cendrio internacional. Os
produtos da investigacdo tém tido demanda e credibilidade crescente junto aos responsa-
veis pela formulacdo ou implementac¢ao das politicas e atividades de satiide no pais. Em
sintese, temos na Satide Coletiva uma comunidade cientifica ativa, competente, produtiva
e atenta as questoes nacionais de satde, que nas trés dltimas décadas, apesar de todas as
dificuldades, foi paulatinamente ocupando seu espaco na comunidade cientifica brasilei-
ra e consolidando a sua influéncia junto aos potenciais usudrios dessa investigacao.

Esse crescimento gera para nossa comunidade novos problemas e novas responsa-
bilidades. A ABRASCO, em resposta a este novo contexto, hd pouco mais de um ano criou a
sua comissdo de Ciéncia e Tecnologia (C&T). Recuperando os principios estabelecidos na
la Conferéncia Nacional de C&T em Saude (CNC&TS), ocorrida em 1994, essa comissao
rapidamente elaborou uma proposta de politica de C&T na drea de satde (disponivel no
seguinte endereco eletronico: http://www.abrasco.org.br/noticias/PNCTISaudeDocA-
brasco.doc), que tem sido amplamente discutida em diversos féruns. Deve-se enfatizar
que a 1a CNC&TS deu passos substanciais em reafirmar as necessidades do desenvolvi-
mento cientifico e tecnolégico em satide com parte ativa do processo de construc¢ao do
SUS, ja prenunciados em nossa Constitui¢do Federal. Como desdobramento, principal-
mente a partir do governo passado, o Ministério da Satide vem tratando a pesquisa cienti-
fica mais seriamente, fazendo esforcos de elaborar politicas para o campo. O presente go-
verno estd criando a Secretaria de Ciéncia, Tecnologia e Insumos Estratégicos, sinalizando
que a questao de C&T devera ter um nivel ainda mais elevado na agenda de satide. Par-e-
passo a esses esforcos, nés da Saidde Coletiva necessitamos aprofundar as nossas refle-
x0es, ampliando a nossa capacidade de responder as questdes mais diversas postas como
conseqiiéncia da nossa insercao social (prioridades, avaliacao do impacto e financiamen-
to, necessidades e formacdo de recursos humanos para a pesquisa etc.), além, evidente-
mente, de no front interno termos a obrigacdo de continuar os proficuos debates teéricos
e metodoldgicos, vitais para a nossa reafirma¢ao como campo cientifico.

A diversificacdo das linhas de pesquisa e o envolvimento neste processo de pesqui-
sadores de diferentes disciplinas se, de um lado, define a sua riqueza transdisciplinar e nos
capacita a enfrentar os complexos objetos de investigacdao em satde, do outro, obriga a
que facamos esfor¢cos no sentido de que retornem aos profissionais do campo e aos usué-
rios desta investigacdo conhecimentos sinteses que nés com sabedoria teremos de cons-
truir, evitando que a diversificacdo da investigacdo leve a uma atomizac¢ao das préticas, tal
como tem acontecido em outros campos quando se transforma conhecimento em acgéo.
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EDITORIAL

Research in Collective Health in Brazil

Research in Collective Health aims to produce knowledge which ultimately helps us to both
achieve our visions and dreams for the population’s health and to develop new alternatives
for preventing diseases, promoting health, and organizing an equitable health system.

There are various indications of the relevance and growth of research activities in
Collective Health in Brazil. The number of research groups in the field has grown at a rapid
pace. Nearly 400 research groups are now listed in the directory of the National Research
Council (CNPq), including approximately 2,500 researchers. There are 27 graduate studies
programs in Collective Health in Brazil, many of which are already well-consolidated. Re-
search output (articles, theses, dissertations, and Master’s and PhD degrees) has grown at
a dizzying rate. The need for scientific debate has increased; it is no coincidence that with
each new scientific congress or meeting in Collective Health, the number of participants
always surprises the organizers, who are unable to predict such exponential growth. There
is also evidence of enhanced technical and methodological quality in the research, as well
as Brazil’'s expanded participation in international scientific output in Collective Health. In
addition, the research results have enjoyed growing demand and credibility from the coun-
try’s health policy-makers and health system managers. In short, the Collective Health
field has an active, competent, productive scientific community, focused on the nation’s
relevant health issues. In the last three decades, despite all the difficulties, Collective
Health has steadily occupied its space in the overall Brazilian scientific community and
consolidated its influence vis-a-vis potential users of the research results.

Such growth has also raised new problems and responsibilities in our community. In
response to this new context, ABRASCO, the Brazilian Association for Graduate Studies in
Collective Health, created its Science and Technology Committee shortly over a year ago.
Elaborating on the principles laid down in the 1st National Conference on Science and Tech-
nology in Health in 1994, the committee drafted a policy proposal for Science and Technol-
ogy in Health (see http://www.abrasco.org.br/noticias/PNCTISaudeDocAbrasco.doc),
which has been discussed extensively in various forums. The 1st National Conference on
Science and Technology in Health took substantial steps in reaffirming the need for scien-
tific and technological development in health as an active part of constructing the Unified
National Health System (SUS), as provided in the 1988 Federal Constitution. As a result,
particularly beginning with the last Federal Administration, the Ministry of Health has tak-
en a more proactive approach to scientific research, making efforts at elaborating policies
for the field. The current Administration is creating the Secretariat of Science, Technology,
and Strategic Inputs, signaling the Science and Technology issue as a higher priority on the
health agenda. In step with these efforts, we from Collective health need a more in-depth
analysis, expanding our capacity to respond to a wide range of issues arising from our po-
sition in Brazilian society (priorities, impact and financial evaluation, needs, and training
of human resources for research, etc.); furthermore, on the internal front we obviously
have the obligation to continue our fruitful theoretical and methodological debates, so vi-
tal to our reaffirmation as a scientific field.

The diversification of research lines and the involvement of researchers from differ-
ent disciplines defines the field’s interdisciplinary richness and prepares us to tackle the
complex objects of investigation in health; meanwhile, it obliges us to provide feedback to
professionals from the field and users of this research in the form of key knowledge, there-
by preventing the diversification of research from leading to the fragmentation of prac-
tices, as has occurred in other fields when knowledge is transformed into action.
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