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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR / CARTAS AL EDITOR

Comments on the article Leptospirosis
in Campinas, Sao Paulo, Brazil: 2007-2014

Hans Ramén Quiroz Ruiz' @, Gisela Lizeth Arteaga Faya!

Mr. Editor: We have read the article “Leptospirosis in Campinas, Sdo Paulo, Brazil:
2007-2014"" and congratulate the authors for an excellent contribution; their results
indicate the presence of cases of leptospirosis and its associated factors such as the
signs of rodents and rainfall in areas of low socioeconomic level. Thus, we would like
to highlight a fact that draws attention mainly in Peru: the presence of the rodent
Sciurus stramineus, known as the white-naped squirrel, whose natural habitat is the
dry forests of northwestern Peru and whose species has been introduced to urban
areas’®, especially in some university campuses and public parks, without any restric-
tions. A study carried out in free populations of these squirrels in a zoo in Peru deter-
mined that 82.3% of the specimens had antibodies against leptospira, mainly serovar
icterohemorraghiae’, evidencing the importance that they can play as hosts and their
potential role in leptospirosis transmission in universities and spaces with concen-
trated human populations.

An outbreak of leptospirosis has been reported after a flood in a location that does
not commonly pose a risk of active transmission for the disease, such as urban univer-
sity campuses; thus recognizing that natural disasters increase the risk of exposure to
leptospires*. Given the above mentioned and due to the climatic peculiarity of north-
ern Peru and its antecedents with the so-called El Nifio phenomenon, which increases
the probability of torrential rains and floods’, mainly in regions where there are uni-
versities with populations of squirrels running free on their campuses, we propose
that there is a potential risk of cases of leptospirosis in universities that meet the indi-
cated characteristics.
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