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T he problem of birds entering (actually, more 
often, invading) urban areas, is becoming a 

rather serious problem. Firstly they transmit zoonotic 
diseases (toxic infections such as salmonellosis) and, 
secondly, they damage human properties such as hang-
ing clothes, tiles, balconies, cornices, etc.

In areas such as the inner part of Rome, where ar-
cheological remains are of paramount importance, 
marble parts of ancient sculptures or other impor-
tant historical manufactured goods could melt, be-
cause of the level of acidification of the birds’ faeces. 
Due to their large dimensions, seagulls are among 
the most dangerous species in terms of provoking 
irritating reactions among local human inhabitants 
of urban and periurban areas where the birds have 
successfully colonized. Zooanthropologists and ex-
perts of animal welfare strongly encourage any kind 
of interactions between vertebrate and invertebrate 
urban species and the local human population.

This well written and highly practical booklet re-
views, in its first part, the bird species of major con-
cern: pigeons, starlings, herring gulls, corvids - mag-
pies and carrion crows - and woodpeckers.

After an introduction presenting the morphologi-
cal characteristics, habitat occupation, feeding style, 
and reproductive behaviour, the following section 
covers the zoogeographical distribution of the her-
ring gull species in Italy. The present status of recur-
ring episodes, in urban areas of Italy, is enlisted.

The introductory part ends with zooanthropologi-
cal considerations and regulatory aspects.

The booklet thus briefly and critically reviews the 
most common ways of controlling gull presence. 
It very usefully addresses important issues such as 
active promotion of educational and outreach ini-

tiatives to render the urban citizens more culturally 
prepared to interact with gulls in general. Among 
not recommended ways of regulating gull popula-
tions are falconry methods or capture/suppression 
strategies.

The final part summarizes a few relevant consid-
erations about how to deal with gull nestlings.

The reference list is sufficiently complete.
This pocket-size book should be known and read 

by all stakeholders dealing with urban “pest” species, 
veterinarians, local administrators, behavioural biol-
ogists, ethologists, zooanthropologists. Finally, com-
mitted bird-watchers, as well as amateur ornitholo-
gists, should make good use of such a book.
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T he regulatory change occurred last year in the 
European legislation on the protection of ani-

mals to be employed in experimental procedures 
makes this amazing book really relevant. In fact, 
on the 8th September 2010 European Parliament has 
enacted a new Directive on the protection of ani-
mals used in scientific procedures [1] that states “live 
cephalopods are among the animals falling within 
the scope of the Directive”. 

This new legislative aspect is the consequence of 
the awareness raised by experiments performed 
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