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Lessons from the Field

ness workshop for the catchment area population, aimed at dis-
couraging consumption. 

RECOMMENDATIONS
Inappropriate alcohol consumption in adolescence is an important 
challenge for government and social organizations, as well as for 
health institutions, one that will require multisectoral action to pre-
vent alcohol abuse and reduce alcoholism in the community.

The authors recommend conducting a community alcohol-
awareness workshop, serving as a pilot for extension to other 
similar communities. Such a workshop should be designed to be 
attractive to adolescents and the general community, with readily 

understandable messages. Given this, we propose involvement 
by adolescents themselves in developing the workshop, or series 
of workshops, that might begin with a play or other format to 
address topics such as myths and prejudices about alcoholism, 
phases in developing alcohol dependence, and characteristics 
and consequences of irresponsible consumption. 

This could be followed by a neighborhood debate, promoting dialogue 
and participation by all, in which adolescents and their families can 
express concerns, doubts and anxieties, and receive clarifi cation 
on misconceptions. It is hoped that such an approach would pro-
vide space for refl ection and internalization of this serious social and 
health concern, leading to elaboration of a collective response.
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ERRATA
Aragonés C, Campos JR, Pérez D, Martínez A, Pérez J. SIDATRAT: Informatics to Improve HIV/AIDS Care. MEDICC Rev. 2012;14(4):5–9.
Page 7, Figure 2, label for the second graphic should be “Viral load.”

Armas NB, Ortega Y, de la Noval Reinaldo, Suárez R, Llerena L, Dueñas AF. Acute Myocardial Infarction Mortality in Cuba, 1999–2006. 
MEDICC Rev. 2012;14(4):19–24.
Page 21, fi rst paragraph, the fi rst sentence, out-of-hospital deaths should  be 54.8% of total for 1999–2003 and 59.2% for 2004–2008.
Page 23, Figure 5, out-of-hospital deaths should be 56.9% of total for both periods combined.




