
ABSTRACT This paper aimed to map population surveys that identify data on domestic, intra-family, 
intimate partner and sexual violence, including approaches to sexual behavior and sexual and gender 
diversity. This is a scoping review that follows the guidelines of the Joanna Briggs Institute and the PRISMA 
checklist. The search was carried out from December 2021 to April 2022 in the LILACS and Medline 
databases, Brazilian Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations for gray literature, and extended to 18 
sources among websites and institutions relevant to the theme. Out of the 1,191 publications retrieved, 
57 were included. Most of the surveys were conducted in Brazil, Portugal and the United States, with a 
recent increase in the last two decades. The studies focused mainly on domestic or sexual violence and 
obtained data by means of face-to-face interviews. It is clear that variables such as risk and protective 
factors, predictors and social determinants of violence are still underexplored in surveys, limiting the 
understanding of the matter. This review can support the planning of new research and subsequent 
prevention actions, evaluation of health services and interventions, as well as the fulfillment of public 
policies to manage the social and individual burden imposed on victims of violence.
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RESUMO O artigo teve como objetivo mapear inquéritos populacionais que identificam dados sobre violên-
cias domésticas, intrafamiliares, por parceiro íntimo e sexual, incluindo abordagens sobre comportamento 
sexual e diversidade sexual e de gênero. Realizou-se uma revisão de escopo conforme as diretrizes do JBI e 
do checklist PRISMA-ScR. A busca foi conduzida de dezembro de 2021 a abril de 2022 nas bases de dados 
Lilacs e Medline, Biblioteca Digital Brasileira de Teses e Dissertações para a literatura cinzenta, e extensiva 
a 18 fontes, dentre sites e instituições pertinentes ao tema. Das 1.191 publicações recuperadas, 57 fizeram 
parte da amostra final. A maior parte dos inquéritos foi conduzida no Brasil, Portugal e Estados Unidos. Os 
estudos focaram, principalmente, na violência doméstica ou sexual, sendo seus dados obtidos por entrevista 
presencial. Percebe-se que variáveis como fatores de risco e proteção, preditores e determinantes sociais de 
violência ainda são pouco exploradas nos inquéritos, limitando a compreensão do fenômeno. A revisão aqui 
relatada pode subsidiar o planejamento de novas pesquisas e subsequentes ações de prevenção, avaliação 
de serviços e de intervenções em saúde, bem como a implantação de políticas públicas de manejo da carga 
social e individual impostas às vítimas de violência.
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Introduction

Violence is a matter that permeates various 
contexts, histories, cultures, genders, and can 
be experienced by people at different stages of 
development. The world report on violence, 
proposed and carried out by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) in 2002, was the first to 
globally address the issue, showing that more 
than 1.6 million people lost their lives annually 
as a result of collective, interpersonal or self-
-inflicted violence. WHO identified that the 
impact of those losses may indirectly harm an 
immeasurable number of people and showed 
that where situations of violence persist, 
health is strongly compromised collectively1.

When gender is specifically addressed, it 
is possible to identify that violence against 
women is present in all countries and cul-
tures, harming millions of victims and their 
families. The WHO report estimated the pre-
valence of violence against women and infor-
med that about 641 million women suffered 
violence in 2018 worldwide, and only 6% of 
them reported having been sexually assaul-
ted by someone other than their husband or 
intimate partner. Due to underreporting, it 
can be said that the real number is probably 
significantly higher, and aggravated by the 
covid-19 pandemic2,3.

An estimated 37% of women living in the 
poorest countries have experienced physical or 
sexual violence from their partner throughout 
their lives. Some of those countries reach rates 
up to one in two women. Younger women are 
at greater risk of recent violence. Among those 
who have been in an intimate relationship, the 
highest rates (up to 16%) of intimate partner 
violence in the last twelve months involved 
people between 15 and 24 years of age2.

Intimate partner violence is the most 
common form of violence against women. 
According to the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO), violence against women 
is a widespread public health and human right 
problem. In Americas, one in three women 
suffers physical or sexual violence during her 

lifetime, and risk factors are found at the indi-
vidual, family, community, and social spheres3.

The United Nations (UN) 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, in its sixteenth 
goal, provides for peace, justice and effective 
institutions. The goal for significantly redu-
cing all forms of violence and mortality rates 
emphasizes the importance of research on 
this matter4.

Preventing violence requires addressing 
structural economic and social inequali-
ties to ensure access to education, housing 
and safe work, and transforming gender-
-discriminatory norms and institutions2. 
Successful interventions also include stra-
tegies ensuring that essential services be 
available and accessible to survivors, support 
women’s organizations, challenge unjust 
social norms, reform discriminatory laws, 
and strengthen legal and care responses2. 
To this end, it is necessary for governmen-
tal, educational and research institutions to 
develop investigations based on the design of 
population surveys to map and monitor data 
that contribute to the definition of priorities, 
investments and that are able to subsidize 
public policies and intersectoral practices 
to fight against violence5.

Jointly analyzing survey data and routine 
secondary data from the Unified Health System 
(SUS) adds to and widens the understanding of 
health about a country’s population. In addi-
tion, surveys allow for the indicators assessed 
to be intersected for population subgroups, 
evidencing and monitoring social inequalities 
in health5.

Surveys carried out in different countries6–8 

question issues related to violence. They make 
possible to compare protection speeches with 
the reality of each place, in addition to ensu-
ring data for the design of policies aimed at 
confronting that issue. The existing surveys 
in Brazil, even the Atlas of Violence9, are not 
sufficient to cover the various contexts and 
scenarios of violence existing in the Country. 
Many need to be reviewed and improved10, 
bringing relevance to this review.
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Scoping reviews allow for mapping, syn-
thesizing, and analyzing broad and varied 
evidence on a given topic, in addition to subsi-
dizing the construction of new investigations11. 
Therefore, for the construction of surveys 
and studies on violence, it is useful to map 
the available evidence on how research and 
surveys on violence are carried out, what are 
the means used to approach the respondents, 
which variables to be applied, what hinds and 
eases the research, what is the methodological 
orientation, among others.

The purpose of the scoping review is not to 
inform the results on the outcomes of studies 
on violence, such as, for example, a traditio-
nal systematic review on the subject, but to 
guide, based on evidence in the literature, the 
best practices on how to carry out surveys 
and studies on violence with the population 
and to subsidize censuses, population studies, 
surveys, inquiries, and epidemiological studies 
that are, in turn, tools for the planning of 
public policies for managing violence and its 
consequences.

Thus, this study aimed to develop a scoping 
review to map population surveys with the 
purpose to identify data on domestic, intra-
family, intimate partner and sexual violences, 
including approaches to sexual behavior and 
sexual and gender diversity. The findings are 
expected to support the design of strategies 
for collecting and analyzing data on violence 
for further use in population surveys.

Material and methods

This is a scoping review classified as a des-
criptive, exploratory and bibliographic study. 
It followed the JBI methodology for scoping 
reviews12,13 and the PRISMA-ScR14 checklist. 
The protocol here adopted was registered 
on the Open Science Framework (OSF) pla-
tform under DOI: 10.17605/OSF.IO/AJ6GC. 
Scoping reviews contain a search question and 
criteria broader than traditional systematic 
reviews, although they also adopt systematic 

and transparent methods during their prepa-
ration. It is a study design useful to broadly 
map the available evidence on a given theme14.

The PCC acronym strategy was chosen for 
the research question definition, as follows: 
P for problem – population-based surveys; C 
for concept – domestic, intrafamily, intimate 
partner and sexual violences, including appro-
aches also to sexual behavior and sexual and 
gender diversity as to those related to equity 
policies; and C for context – global. The review 
aimed at knowing surveys and population-
-based that addressed data on violence.

The selected documents contained data 
on respondents who suffered some kind of 
violence, such as the intentional use of force 
or power, real or threatened, against oneself, 
against another person, against a group or a 
community, which resulted or had the pos-
sibility of resulting in injury, death, psycho-
logical damage, developmental disability or 
deprivation15.

The eligible documents were those which 
addressed inquiries on data collection contai-
ning domestic, intrafamily, intimate partner 
and sexual violences, including approaches on 
sexual behavior and sexual and gender diversi-
ty, regardless the accountable institutions, and 
cultural or geographical aspects. Inquiry is un-
derstood as research methodologies adopting 
systematic data collection strategies based on 
interviews applied to a significant sample of 
the population under analysis with the aim to 
support the design and assessment of public 
policies16.

Search design

Preliminary searches were performed through 
databases that publish protocols, such as OSF, 
Cochrane, Figshare, JBI and PROSPERO, 
where no scope or systematic reviews on 
the subject were identified. Database sear-
ches were carried out from December 2021 
to April 2022 and prioritized the retrieval of 
population-based surveys published in report 
format. Upon the absence of that material, 
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studies published in the format of scientific 
papers were adopted.

An initial search limited to national and 
international databases – such as the Institute 
of Applied Economic Research (IPEA) and 
the National Institute of Justice (USA) – was 
carried out to identify documents on the 
theme. Both relevant words from the text, 
titles and abstracts, and index terms used to 
describe the retrieved documents were used 
to develop a complete search design.

The search design included the descriptors 
“violence”, “exposure to violence”, “demo-
graphic inquiry”, “demography” and their 
variations, following the Health Sciences 
Descriptors (DeCS) and the Medical Subject 

Headings (MeSH), adapted to each source 
of information, as well as the combination of 
the Boolean operators AND and OR. Given 
the non-classical characteristics of databases 
researched, the search in each of them had 
to be adapted to the resources available in 
their electronic addresses. We used strategies 
such as manual searches on website icons, 
simple search with terms like “violence” and 
“survey”, “violence and survey”, “violence”, 
among others, in search boxes of electronic 
addresses. Table 1 summarizes strategies, 
dates, and results of the searches carried out 
in each source. There was no restriction as for 
language or publication period.

Table 1. Description of search dates, results and designs as per each data source

Database Search date *
# 
Records Design

BVS (Lilacs e Medline) 21/12/2022 836 (“Demographic Survey” OR Demography) AND 
(Violence OR “Exposure to violence”) – filter “title, 
abstract, subject”

Instituto Maria da Penha 21/12/2021 3 Icon ‘Search’

IPEA 21/01/2022 88 Search field: violence

Instituto sou da Paz 21/01/2022 0 It only brings news linked to other media

Fórum Brasileiro de Segurança Pública 21/01/2022 13 Search field: violence

Instituto Patrícia Galvão 21/01/2022 08 Icon ‘Our Searches’

Laboratório de Análise da Violência 21/01/2022 25 Icon ‘Productions’

Instituto Marielle Franco 21/01/2022 0 There are no scientific productions

Instituto Maria da Penha 21/01/2022 0 There are no scientific productions

Observatório da Violência Contra a 
Mulher Santa Catariana

21/01/2022 09 There is a link to publications on the website, but 
none of them brings diagnoses or inquiries

Observatório da Violência Contra a 
Mulher RS

21/01/2022 15 There is a link to publications on the website, but 
none of them brings diagnoses or inquiries

Observatório Judicial da Violência contra 
a Mulher RJ

21/01/2022 23 Icon ‘Productions on the website itself’

Observatório Nacional de Violência de 
Gênero – Lisboa

21/01/2022 71 Icon ‘Productions ARTICLES’

Observatório Nacional de Violência de 
Gênero – Lisboa

24/01/2022 270 Icon ‘Productions BOOKS’

Observatório Nacional de Violência de 
Gênero – Lisboa

24/01/2022 124 Icon ‘Productions ACADEMIC THESES’

Observatório Nacional de Violência de 
Gênero – Lisboa

24/01/2022 96 Icon ‘Productions REPORTS’
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Table 1. Description of search dates, results and designs as per each data source

Database Search date *
# 
Records Design

IBGE 03/02/2022 269 Violence

Biblioteca Virtual em Saúde (Bireme) 25/04/2022 362 (“Demographic Survey” OR Demography) AND 
(“Violence” OR “Exposure to violence”). Filter “Full 
text”

Fundação Oswaldo Cruz 19/02/2022 343 Search field: violence

unidade de Pesquisa em álcool e Drogas 
(uniad)

14/04/2022 0 Publications’ website icon

Biblioteca Digital Brasileira de Teses e 
Dissertações – BDTD

20/04/2022 836 Search field: “(All fields: violence AND All fields: 
survey)”

Associação Brasileira de Defesa da Mu-
lher da Infância e da Juventude – Asbrad

20/04/2022 1 Straight to the link Publications

Associação Portuguesa de Apoio à 
Vítima – Apav

20/04/2022 29 Publications’ website icon

Centro Latino-Americano de Estudos 
de Violência e Saúde Jorge Careli (NID/
Claves)

20/04/2022 3 Library – inquiry and survey

Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC – EuA)

30/04/2022 39 Search field: violence and survey

Conselho Nacional de Justiça – CNJ 30/04/2022 4 Website icons 

National Institute of Justice 30/04/2022 5 Search field: violence survey (publication)

unicef 30/04/2022 5 Search field: violence

Source: Prepared by the authors.

* day/month/year.

Data sources

Searches were performed in databases and 
websites of institutions most commonly 
involved with these themes. Databases ini-
tially searched were LILACS and MEDLINE, 
in addition to Ipea portals, Observatory of 
Violence Against Women in Santa Catarina, 
Observatory of Violence Against Women in 
Rio Grande do Sul, Judicial Observatory of 
Violence Against Women in Rio de Janeiro, 
National Observatory of Gender Violence in 
Lisbon, Brazilian Institute of Geography and 
Statistics (IBGE), Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, 
and Alcohol and Drugs Research Unit 
(UNIAD).

Further databases were identified and added 
during the selection process or in the reading 
phase of the publications in full: Laboratory 

for the Analysis of Violence, Brazilian Forum 
on Public Security, Marielle Franco Institute, 
Maria da Penha Institute, Patrícia Galvão 
Institute, Sou da Paz Institute, Brazilian 
Association for the Defense of Women, 
Children and Youth (ASBRAD), Association 
for Victim Support (APAV), Jorge Careli Latin 
American Center for the Study of Violence and 
Health (Information and Document Center 
(NID)/CLAVES), besides those already pro-
posed in the review protocol. The search for 
unpublished studies and gray literature was 
carried out in the Brazilian Digital Library of 
Theses and Dissertations (BDTD).

Selection of documents

All identified quotes were collected and in-
serted into an Excel spreadsheet. Titles and 
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abstracts were analyzed by pairs of indepen-
dent reviewers as to the inclusion criteria for 
the review. A pilot test was conducted to adjust 
the level of agreement among reviewers. All 
potentially relevant documents were retrieved 
in full. Pairs of independent reviewers assessed 
the full text of the selected quoting in detail, 
being the reasons for their exclusion from 
the studies recorded and reported. Any disa-
greement between reviewers at each stage of 
the selection process was solved with the aid 
of a third reviewer. Research outcomes were 
depicted by means of the flowchart PRISMA14.

Data retrieval

In the first stage, pairs of reviewers extrac-
ted data independently, using an extraction 
form prepared and previously tested by 
the reviewers. The extracted data included 
bibliographic details and specific informa-
tion for the review, following the topics: i) 
bibliographic details: study title, author(s), 
publication date, geographic location, and type 
of publication; ii) study details: objective(s), 
study design, study population – sex/gender, 
age, education, geographic region, income, 
race/color, marital status, occupation, religion, 
and whether they have children – , sample, 
screening instruments, and violence rates; iii) 
specific information for this scoping review: 
types of violence, variables adopted to describe 

conditions of domestic, intrafamily, intimate 
partner and sexual violences, including appro-
aches to sexual behavior and sexual and gender 
diversity and related to equity policies and 
forms of investigation; and iv) main troubles.

There was no need to contact the authors 
whose documents were selected by de resear-
ch for missing data or additional information.

Data summary

Based on the JBI scoping review guidelines12,13 
to illustrate and summarize key findings, data 
were depicted separately in tabular and gra-
phical form for each approach.

A brief description accompanied the results. 
All findings were merged and classified as 
to main categories retrieved during the data 
retrieval process. Specific subcategories were 
related to the review questions so to identify 
and clarify how the literature addressed: i) 
population; ii) concept, i.e., description, me-
thodology or methods; iv) context, v) tracking 
and sizing instruments, v) research design, vi) 
types of population surveys.

Results

The search resulted in 1,191 publications, of 
which 5717–73 were accepted for the scoping 
review, as shown in the figure 1.
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Figure 1. Flow diagram of the study selection process as per PRISMA, 2020
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Ipea (n = 20)
Sou da Paz Institute (n = 0)
Brazilian Forum on Public Security (n = 8)
Patrícia Galvão Institute (n = 1)
Laboratory for the Analysis of Violence (n = 2)
Marielle Franco Institute (n = 0)
Maria da Penha Institute (n = 3)
Observatory of Violence Against Women, Santa Catarina (n = 0)
Observatory of Violence Against Women, RS (n = 0)
Judicial Observatory of Violence against Women, RJ (n = 8)
National Observatory of Gender Violence, Lisbon (n = 38)
UNIAD (n = 0)
BDTD (n = 10)
ASBRAD (n = 1)
APAV (n = 29)
Jorge Careli Latin American Center for the Study of Violence and Health 
(NID/Claves) (n = 3)
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC - EUA) (n = 16)
CNJ (n = 4)
National Institute of Justice (n = 5)
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Deleted records:
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Deleted records:
Not an inquiry  (n = 137)
Artificial simulation of data 
analysis (n = 3)
Literature review  (n = 2)
Theoretical discussion  (n = 6)
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(n = 55)
Same annual survey (n = 21)
Book (n = 1)
Executive summary  (n = 1)
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series (n = 4)
Another theme (n = 8)

Source: Prepared by the authors 

Table 2 informs that the accepted studies 
were mostly published from 2011 to 2020 
and that only three publications discussed 
the theme before the year 2000. It should be 
noted that, in 2021 and 2022 alone, four studies 
have already been published on the matter. 
Brazil led in the number of publications in that 
sample, making South America the continent 
with the highest number of publications on 

the theme (n = 30), followed by the United 
States (n = 8), Portugal (n = 3), Bangladesh 
(n = 2), and Spain (n = 2). Africa (n = 6) and 
Asia (n = 4) were also representative in the 
sample. Regarding the sample of this review, 
most of the selected material was published 
in scientific papers.
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Table 2. Systematization of the studies included in the review sample as per author, year, type of publication, country of 
origin, and territorial coverage. Sorted as per selection in the sample.

Author Year Publication Country Coverage

Carvalho e Oliveira17 2016 Report or inquiry Brazil National

Fórum Brasileiro de Segurança Públi-
ca18

2021 Report or inquiry Brazil National

Instituto Patrícia Galvão19 2020 Report or inquiry Brazil National

Instituto de Economia Aplicada20 2014 Report or inquiry Brazil National

Instituto Patrícia Galvão21 2013 Report or inquiry Brazil National

Instituto Avon22 2013 Report or inquiry Brazil National

Medina-Ariza e Barberet23 2003 Paper Spain National

Memiah et al.24 2020 Paper East Africa Local

Bellizi et al.25 2019 Paper Afghanistan, Colombia, 
India, Mali, Peru, Philippines 
and Sao Tome and Principe

International

Kuhlmann et al.26 2017 Paper Honduras National

Carmona-Torres et al.27 2017 Paper Spain National

Brasil28 2017 Report or inquiry Brazil National

Conserve et al.29 2016 Paper Haiti National

Lima30 2016 Monograph Brazil National

Kdoku e Asante31 2015 Paper Ghana National

Zembe et al.32 2015 Paper South Africa State

Rahman et al.33 2013 Paper Bangladesh National

Boel-Studt e Renner34 2013 Paper united States National

Luz et al.35 2011 Paper Brazil National

Lindner et al.36 2015 Paper Brazil Municipal

Garcia e Silva37 2018 Paper Brazil National

Moraes et al.38 2017 Paper Brazil National

Lima et al.39 2017 Paper Brazil National

Gil et al.40 2015 Paper Portugal National

Malta et al.41 2015 Paper Brazil National

Andrade et al.42 2012 Paper Brazil National

Silva et al.43 2012 Paper Brazil Municipal

Zanoti-Jeronymo et al.44 2009 Paper Brazil National

Anacleto et al.45 2007 Paper Brazil Municipal

Moraes et al.46 2008 Paper Brazil District

Ortiz-Hernandez e Torres47 2005 Paper Mexico National

Ferreira et al.48 2015 Paper Brazil Municipal

Azevêdo et al.49 2013 Paper Brazil Municipal

Costa et al.50 2017 Paper Brazil Municipal

Alves et al.51 2012 Paper Brazil Municipal

Ferdos e Rahman52 2018 Paper Bangladesh National

Boing et al.53 2019 Paper Brazil National

Halpern et al.54 2017 Paper Brazil National

Pilecco et al.55 2011 Paper Brazil National
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Table 2. Systematization of the studies included in the review sample as per author, year, type of publication, country of 
origin, and territorial coverage. Sorted as per selection in the sample.

Author Year Publication Country Coverage

Augusto56 2010 Master’s thesis Brazil Municipal

Associação Portuguesa de Apoio à 
Vítima57

2022 Report or inquiry Portugal Municipal

Griboski58 2015 Doctoral thesis Brazil Municipal

Bhona59 2011 Master’s thesis Brazil Municipal

Molinos60 2011 Master’s thesis Brazil State

Khalifeh61 2013 Paper England International

Dadoud et al.62 2012 Paper Canada National

Deribe et al.63 2012 Paper Ethiopia National

Navaratne et al.64 2009 Paper Sri Lanka District

Leemis et al.65 2022 Report or inquiry united States National

Smithe et al.66 2017 Report or inquiry united States National

Felliti et al.67 1998 Paper united States Municipal

Instituto Nacional de Saúde68 2022 Report or inquiry Mozambique National

Tjalden e Thoennes69 1998 Paper united States National

Tjalden e Thoennes70 1998 Paper united States National

Taylor et al.71 2016 Report or inquiry united States National

Grotpeter et al.72 2008 Report or inquiry united States National

Lisboa et al.73 2009 Report or inquiry Portugal National

Source: Prepared by the authors.

Most studies wanted to know the opinion of 
more than one interviewee. The most common 
opinion came from women, even when gender 
violence was not directly addressed. Elderly 
people and adolescents were also quite asses-
sed in the surveys. The low number of studies 
questioning the opinion or experience of chil-
dren and vulnerable populations is notewor-
thy. Regarding the retrieval method, 49 studies 
adopted interviews17,18,22–25,28–31,33–66,68–73 and 

eight applied questionnaires19–21,26,28,32,67,68. 
Face-to-face interviews were the main retrieval 
method adopted in 43 studies17,18,22–25,28,29,33,35–

66,72,73, while face-to-face questionnaires were 
applied in four studies20,21,26,32. Online questio-
nnaires were the mean in three studies19,27,68, 
while online interviews were the retrieval 
method of just one study71. The purposes of the 
studies accepted in the sample of this review 
are summarized in table 3.
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Table 3. Description of the studies included in the review sample as for author, purpose, sample, and method of collection.

Author Purpose Sample
Collection 
method

Carvalho e 
Oliveira17

To develop a questionnaire capable of balancing the wide range of perspectives 
involved in the modern analysis of domestic violence, to collect this data, and to 
articulate an international interdisciplinary scientific research group around the 
research.

Women aged 16 years and over Face-to-face 
interview

Fórum Brasileiro 
de Segurança 
Pública18

To measure the victimization rate of women for a set of violence situations, as well 
as the population's perception on the topic.

Population in general aged 16 
years and over

Face-to-face 
interview

Instituto Patrícia 
Galvão19

Not reported. Women and men Online Ques-
tionnaire

Instituto de 
Economia Apli-
cada20

To ascertain perceptions of the Brazilian population on issues related to violence 
against women.

Population in general aged 16 
years and over

Face-to-face 
questionnaire

Instituto Patrícia 
Galvão21

To assess the perception on violence and murders of women and to capture the 
perception of men and women on the scenario of domestic violence against wo-
men in Brazil, especially regarding women murders by their partners or ex-partners.

General population Face-to-face 
questionnaire

Instituto Avon22 To listen to men and to know their perception on domestic violence. Men perpetrators of violence, 
specialists, women and men aged 
16 years and over

Face-to-face 
interview

Medina-Ariza e 
Barberet23

To measure violence against women and argue that it is crucial to incorporate 
issues about perceived abuse.

Women Face-to-face 
interview

Memiah et al.24 To examine relations among intimate partner violence against East African women 
and risk of death of their neonates, infants and children, as well as among related 
variables.

Women aged 15 to 49 years Face-to-face 
interview

Bellizi et al.25 To assess the relation between the length of exposure to intimate partner sexual 
violence and eclampsia.

General population Face-to-face 
interview

Kuhlmann et 
al.26

To describe the relation between exposure to intimate partner physically or sexually 
violence and the use of prenatal care services among Honduran women of repro-
ductive age.

Married women or living in a 
stable union and having at least 
one child aged five years and 
younger.

Face-to-face 
questionnaire

Carmona-Torres 
et al.27

To determine the prevalence of intimate partner violence among health professio-
nals working in the Spanish National Health System as for the autonomous com-
munities of Spain.

Health professionals of both 
sexes

On-line ques-
tionnaire

Brasil28 To promote policies for the prevention and protection of people under violence risk 
and victims of accidents so to reduce their occurrence, contributing to the promo-
tion of health and quality of life.

Victims of violence and accidents 
due to external causes who sou-
ght for care in emergency services

Face-to-face 
interview

Conserve et al.29 To investigate attitudes about intimate partner violence, knowledge and use of 
condoms.

Men aged 15 to 59 years Face-to-face 
interview

Lima30 To compare the sociodemographic characteristics of women as for color, with a fo-
cus on black women, and to analyze the most common types of aggression inflicted 
on them in childbirth care by the unified Health System.

Women attended in public and 
private maternity hospitals affilia-
ted with SuS throughout Brazil

Telephone 
interview

Kdoku e Asan-
te31

To investigate the factors influencing women's approval of domestic physical vio-
lence among Ghanaian women aged 15 to 49 years.

Women and men aged 15 to 49 
years

Face-to-face 
interview at 
home
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Table 3. Description of the studies included in the review sample as for author, purpose, sample, and method of collection.

Author Purpose Sample
Collection 
method

Zembe et al.32 To relate the extent and to correlate intimate partner violence; to explore the une-
qual power relationship and the role of sexual and social risks in the infliction of 
violence among young women aged 16 to 24 years.

Black women aged 16 to 24 years, 
living, working or fraternizing in 
the study community who repor-
ted having multiple sexual part-
ners in the past three months

Self-completed 
questionnaire

Rahman et al.33 To examine the relation among multidimensional aspects, gender inequity, and risk 
of intimate partner violence.

Bangladeshi married women Face-to-face 
interview

Boel-Studt e 
Renner34

To explore the relation among youth characteristics, parenting behavior, risk of 
family violence, and risk of physical or psychological peer victimization.

Adolescents aged 10 to 17 years Face-to-face 
interview

Luz et al.35 To examine sociodemographic characteristics, outcomes, and types of accidents 
and violence that led to care in 74 services-sentinel located in 23 Brazilian state 
capitals and the Federal District.

General population aged 20 years 
and over

Face-to-face 
interview

Lindner et al.36 Investigate the relation between sex and physical intimate partner violence. Population aged 20 to 59 years Face-to-face 
interview

Garcia e Silva37 To describe the care profile provided to victims of intimate partner violence in emer-
gency services associated to the unified Health System (SuS), and to investigate 
differences between the sexes.

All services rendered due to 
violence

Face-to-face 
interview

Moraes et al.38 To estimate the prevalence of physical violence between intimate partners in the 
first six months after delivery among women being attended in primary health care 
units (uBS) in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, aiming the child following-up.

Mothers of children up to six 
months of age who sought for pe-
diatric or childcare consultations 
among the 27 uBS of the unified 
Health System (SuS) in the city of 
Rio de Janeiro

Face-to-face 
interview

Lima et al.39 To estimate the prevalence of violence against female sex workers as to nature and 
perpetrator, and to identify associated factors.

Female sex workers Face-to-face 
interview

Gil et al.40 To deepen and characterize the sociodemographic and socioeconomic structure of 
the victim, the knowledge of the processes and conditions of violence in the context 
of family life by types of behavior, frequency and feelings related to victimization; 
to identify the risk factors related to poly-victimization and to understand the tra-
jectories of the victims in the institutional network. They also intended to deepen 
and combine greater knowledge of the problem with useful recommendations for 
policy-making, meeting the concerns raised by WHO.

Elderlies Face-to-face 
interview

Malta et al.41 To analyze the profile of emergency care for accidents and violence involving chil-
dren under 10 years of age in Brazil in 2011.

Children up to 10 years of age 
who are victims of accidents and 
violence who sought for care in 
the selected emergency services

Face-to-face 
interview

Andrade et al.42 To identify the relation between the consumption of alcohol and other drugs and 
bullying with involvement in situations of physical violence among adolescents 
aged 13 to 15 years in public and private schools of Brazilian capitals and the Federal 
District.

Adolescents aged 13 to 15 years Face-to-face 
interview

Silva et al.43 To assess whether physical intimate partners violence is a risk factor for late follow-
-up inception of children in primary health care units (uBS).

Children in the first six months 
of life

Face-to-face 
interview

Zanoti-Jerony-
mo et al.44

To assess the prevalence of physical abuse and exposure to parental violence in 
childhood regarding sociodemographic characteristics.

Adolescents aged 14 years and 
over

Face-to-face 
interview

Anacleto et al.45 To estimate the prevalence of intimate partners’ violence and associated factors in 
Lages, Santa Catarina State, Brazil.

Adult females aged 20 to 59 
years

Face-to-face 
interview
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Table 3. Description of the studies included in the review sample as for author, purpose, sample, and method of collection.

Author Purpose Sample
Collection 
method

Moraes et al.46 To estimate the prevalence of physical violence against the elderly in the domestic 
environment in a population enrolled in the Family Health Program in Niterói, Rio de 
Janeiro State, Brazil.

Elderlies Face-to-face 
interview

Ortiz-Hernandez 
e Torres47

To estimate the frequency of mental health damage by means of perceived health 
status, suicidal ideation, suicide attempt, common mental disorders, and alcoholism 
in bisexual, lesbian, and homosexual individuals in Mexico City; and to analyze pos-
sible relation of violence and discrimination with mental health of that population.

Bisexuals, lesbians and homose-
xuals who provide care for bise-
xuals, lesbians and homosexuals 
in Mexico City

Face-to-face 
interview

Ferreira et al.48 To assess whether physical intimate partner violence impacts the nutritional status 
of adult women with different Body Mass Indexes (IMC).

Women aged 20 to 59 years Face-to-face 
interview

Azevêdo et al.49 To investigate the relation between unplanned pregnancy and intimate partner 
violence prior to pregnancy.

Women aged 18 to 49 years 
who have had an unplanned 
pregnancy

Face-to-face 
interview

Costa et al.50 To investigate factors connected to physical violence against pregnant women. Women at 22 to 25 weeks ges-
tation

Face-to-face 
interview

Alves et al.51 To identify the steps of exposure to community violence reported by parents and 
guardians of children aged 4 to 12 years and the relation with childhood asthma 
symptoms.

Children aged 4 to 12 years Face-to-face 
interview

Ferdos e Rah-
man52

To explore the relation between malnutrition and intimate partner violence among 
1,086 young people in Bangladesh aged 13 to 24 years.

Women aged 15 to 24 years Face-to-face 
interview

Boing et al.53 To quantify the general importance of schools explaining individual variation in 
tobacco use, and to test the relation between the characteristics of school environ-
ment and its proximity to experimentation and regular use of tobacco.

Students in the 9th grade of 
elementary school

Face-to-face 
interview

Halpern et al.54 To evaluate housing status in relation to the severity of psychoactive substance use, 
situations of violence, and physical and emotional health of crack users who sought 
for care in Psychosocial Care Centers for Alcohol and Drugs (Caps-ad).

Crack user adults who sought for 
CAPSad for addiction treatment

Face-to-face 
interview

Pilecco et al.55 To investigate the relation between the practice of abortion and the declaration of 
sexual coercion.

Young women Face-to-face 
interview

Augusto56 To evaluate the frequency of cases associated to the use of alcohol and other drugs 
among the reports of family violence in the nine Women's Protection Police Sta-
tions of São Paulo Municipality (DDMs).

Women who sought for the 
women's protection police sta-
tions for complaints of family 
violence

Face-to-face 
interview

Associação 
Portuguesa de 
Apoio à Vítima57

To further and contribute to the information, protection and support of citizens 
victims of criminal offences.

Direct victims of violence Face-to-face 
interview

Griboski58 To identify the meanings and occurrence of intimate partner violence (VPI) against 
women rural workers; to describe the sociodemographic profile and the occurrence 
of intimate partner violence against rural worker women and leaders; to estimate 
the prevalence and frequency of VPI; to analyze the speeches attributed to VPI 
meanings.

Rural workers participating in the 
4th March of the Daisies, and 
rural leaders

Face-to-face 
interview

Bhona59 To investigate the relation between episodes of domestic violence between the 
couple or directed at the children, and the patterns of alcohol consumption among 
women in a low-income neighborhood of the city of Juiz de Fora.

Women aged 18 to 60 years Face-to-face 
interview

Molinos60 To identify episodes of violence with impairment of physical integrity or moral or 
psychological aggression and the conditions of safety and prevention of violence 
at work suffered by the Family Health Strategy professionals who work in health 
services in the municipalities of Coari, Manacapuru, Parintins and São Gabriel 
da Cachoeira, state of Amazonas, from the perspective of medical professionals, 
nurses, dentists, and community health agents.

Family Health Strategy profes-
sionals

Face-to-face 
interview
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Table 3. Description of the studies included in the review sample as for author, purpose, sample, and method of collection.

Author Purpose Sample
Collection 
method

Khalifeh61 To analyze the British Crime Survey (BCS) for the years 2009 and 2010. This was 
a nationally representative longitudinal study involving 44,398 adults living in a 
family environment in England and Wales.

Men and women aged 16 and 
over living in private households 
in England and Wales

Face-to-face 
interview

Dadoud et al.62 To describe the prevalence of abuse before, during, and after pregnancy in a national 
population-based sample of new Canadian mothers.

Mothers aged 15 years and older 
living in Canadian provinces and 
territories

Telephone 
interview

Deribe et al.63 To assess the magnitude of intimate partner violence in a predominantly rural 
community of southwestern Ethiopia.

Married women aged 15 to 49 
years

Face-to-face 
interview

Navaratne et 
al.64

To assess the incidence of various types of injuries in Galle District, Sri Lanka. General population who has 
suffered fatal, disabling, and 
non-fatal injuries within the past 
30 days

Face-to-face 
interview

Leemis et al.65 To summarize experiences of victims of sexual violence in the united States over a 
twelve-month period.

Adults aged 18 years and over Face-to-face 
interview

Smithe et al.66 To describe the national and state spheres: the prevalence and characteristics of se-
xual violence, stalking, and intimate partner violence; the impact of intimate partner 
violence; the prevalence of those forms of violence against minors; and the health 
conditions related to those forms of violence.

Adults aged 18 years and over Face-to-face 
interview

Felliti et al.67 To describe long-term relation of childhood experiences of important medical and 
public health problems.

Kaiser Health Plan Members Questionnaire 
by mail

Instituto Nacio-
nal de Saúde68

To collect, analyze and disseminate data on violence against children and young 
people.

Respondents aged 13 to 24 years Online Ques-
tionnaire

Tjalden e Thoen-
nes69

To investigate the level of persecution in the united States; who persecutes whom; 
how often persecutors openly threaten their victims; how often persecutions are 
reported to the police; and what are the social and psychological consequences of 
persecution.

General adult population Telephone 
interview

Tjalden e Thoen-
nes70

To understand violence against women. General adult population Telephone 
interview

Taylor et al.71 To build a field of knowledge on adolescent dating relationships, especially those 
marked by abuse in adolescent relationships.

Adolescents aged 10 to 18 years 
and their parents

On-line inter-
view

Grotpeter et al.72 To analyze reports of sexual abusers who were part of a nationally representative 
longitudinal sample for 26 years.

Respondents aged 11 to 43 years, 
their partners and parents

Face-to-face 
home or tele-
phone inter-
view

Lisboa et al.73 To describe main conclusions resulting from the National Survey "Gender Violence", 
issued by the Commission for Citizenship and Gender Equality (CIG) and deve-
loped by the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities of the New university of 
Lisbon (FCSH-uNL), by means of SociNova/CesNova.

Men and women aged 18 years 
and over

Face-to-face 
interview at 
home or in 
public places

Source: Prepared by the authors.

Note: The objectives of the original papers were freely translated.
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Only two studies17,64 did not deal with socio-
demographic data on the population surveyed. 
Maternity or paternity status was the least 
investigated among the information retrieved 
by the data extraction instrument. The most 

investigated variable was the age of the person 
interviewed. Curiosity about the interviewee’s 
race/color was shown in less than half of the 
studies. Table 4 depicts the sociodemographic 
variables assessed in the sample studies.

Table 4. Sociodemographic variables adopted in each study of the sample
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Carvalho e Oliveira17 No No No No No No No No No No No No

Fórum Brasileiro de Segurança Pública18 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No No

Instituto Patrícia Galvão19 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No No No No

Instituto de Economia Aplicada20 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No No No

Instituto Patrícia Galvão21 Yes Yes No Yes No No No No No No No No

Instituto Avon22 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No No No No No

Medina-Ariza e Barberet23 No* No No Yes No No Yes No No No No No

Memiah et al.24 No* Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes No No

Bellizi et al.25 No* Yes No Yes Yes No No Yes No No No No

Kuhlmann et al.26 No* Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes No No No

Carmona-Torres et al.27 Yes Yes No Yes No No Yes Yes No Yes Yes No

Brasil28 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No No No

Conserve et al.29 Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No No No

Lima30 No* Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No No No No

Kdoku e Asante31 No* Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No No No

Zembe et al.32 No* Yes No No Yes No No No No No No No

Rahman et al.33 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No No No No

Boel-Studt e Renner34 Yes Yes No No No Yes No No No No No Yes

Luz et al.35 Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No No No No No Yes

Lindner et al.36 Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No No No No

Garcia e Silva37 Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No Yes No No No Yes

Moraes et al.38 No* Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No No

Lima et al.39 No* Yes Yes No Yes Yes No No No No No No

Gil et al.40 Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes No No No No

Malta et al.41 Yes Yes No No No Yes No No No No No No

Andrade et al.42 Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No No No No No
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Table 4. Sociodemographic variables adopted in each study of the sample
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Silva et al.43 No* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No

Zanoti-Jeronymo et al.44 Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No No No No

Anacleto et al.45 No* Yes Yes No Yes No No No No No No No

Moraes et al.46 No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No No No

Ortiz-Hernandez e Torres47 Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes No No No No No

Ferreira et al.48 No* Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No No No No

Azevêdo et al.49 No* Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes No No No No

Costa et al.50 No* Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No No No No No

Alves et al.51 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No No No No

Ferdos e Rahman52 No* Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No No No No

Boing et al.53 No* Yes Yes No No Yes No No No No No No

Halpern et al.54 Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No No No No

Pilecco et al.55 No* Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No No No

Augusto56 Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No No No No

Associação Portuguesa de Apoio à 
Vítima57

Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes No No No No

Griboski58 No* Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No Yes No No No

Bhona59 No* Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes

Molinos60 Yes Yes No No No No No Yes No No No No

Khalifeh61 Yes Yes No No No No No No No No No No

Dadoud et al.62 No* Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No No No No No

Deribe et al.63 No* Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes No No No

Navaratne et al.64 No No No No No No No No No No No No

Leemis et al.65 Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No No No No

Smithe et al.66 Yes Yes No No No Yes No No No No No No

Felliti et al.67 Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No No No No No No

Instituto Nacional de Saúde68 No* No Yes No No No Yes Yes No No No No

Tjalden e Thoennes69 Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes No No No No No

Tjalden e Thoennes70 Yes No No No No Yes No No No No No No

Taylor et al.71 Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No No No No No

Grotpeter et al.72 Yes Yes No No No Yes No No No No No No

Lisboa et al.73 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No No No No

Source: Prepared by the authors.

*The sex/gender variable was not investigated in studies interviewing only women as subjects.
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Of the 57 studies, 26 investigated domestic 
violence17–21,24–26,28,31,33,35,36,40,41,43, 44,50,52,54–

58,63,71. Most of these, 18 studies17,20,24,26,28, 

33,35,36,40,41,43,44,50,52,56–58,63, researched the 
forms of violence; three studies investigated 
the place where violence occurred18,20,41; 
and three others explored the relationship 
between the victim and the aggressor54–56. 
Only two investigated violence against preg-
nant women25,50; one explored the experience 
of violence19; one investigated the reasons for 
domestic violence31; and another wanted to 
know the parents’ attitude about domestic 
violence71.

Research on situations of intrafamily violen-
ce appeared in ten studies17,20,34,39,54,55,57,67,68,7

0, eight of which questioned the experience of 
that violence17,20,34,39,54,67,68,71 and only two in-
vestigated the relationship between the victim 
and the aggressor55,57. Sixteen studies contai-
ned variables on situations of intimate partner 
or sexual violence16–20,26,27,29,32,33,57,62,65,66,68,69,71, 
of which twelve exhibited data on forms 
of violence17,19,20,26,27,29,32,33,62,65,66. Just one 
explored the relationship between victim 
and aggressor57, and another one discus-
sed violence in the first sexual experien-
ce68. Twenty studies exhibited variables on 
sexual behavior17,18,20,29,32,34,54,56,58,62–72, of 
which twelve investigated sexual violen-
ce17,55,58,62,63,66–70,72,73, and thirteen explored 
sexual harassment18,20,29,32,34,54,57,63,65,66,69,71,73.

Only six studies adopted variables on sexual 
diversity and gender identity20,32,57,68,71,73, of 
which three investigated violence related to 
gender stereotypes32,71,73, such as the stere-
otype that women would not be able to fill 
leadership positions, and the other three ex-
plored sexual and gender discrimination20,57,68, 
questioning whether homosexual couples 
should have the same rights as hetero affec-
tive couples.

More specifically regarding sexual violence, 
inquiries retrieved variables to measure the 
magnitude of the problem related to sexual 
violence, identification of risk and protection 
factors, identification of possible consequences 

of sexual violence, guidance on care, strategies 
and public policies for managing the conse-
quences of violence and the monitoring and 
evaluation of services, interventions or treat-
ments received by victims of violence.

Discussion

Data discussion considers that the aim of this 
scoping review is to map population surveys 
identifying data on domestic, intrafamily, in-
timate partner and sexual violences. It inclu-
des approaches to sexual behavior and sexual 
and gender diversity and guides the design of 
data collection and analysis on violence to be 
carried out in population surveys.

The first step in planning a survey on vio-
lence is to determine the central purpose of the 
study. The surveys included here had the aim 
to estimate the prevalence of violence in the 
population, whether sexual, domestic, urban, 
interpersonal, among others, providing an 
epidemiological understanding and regional 
peculiarities and particularities74.

Most studies in this sample focused on do-
mestic or sexual violence when compared to 
other types of violence. As to the literature, the 
justification lies in the increasing number of 
studies on domestic violence in recent years75, 
which can be attributed to the growth of public 
concern on domestic violence driven by aware-
ness campaigns, social movements and cultural 
changes76.

As a result, domestic violence has become 
more visible and important in society, leading to 
an increasing demand for research and studies 
on the theme. However, public interest in data 
on other types of violence, such as violence 
against children, for example, has decreased in 
recent years. The literature connects this result 
with stress, dissatisfaction and negative feelings 
related to the spreading of information about 
violence against children and adolescents76,77.

Many studies have aimed to identify risk 
and protective factors related to violence. As 
for other studies, this type of study is useful to 
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verify whether there is a correlation between 
the type of violence and age, gender, race, so-
cioeconomic status or other factors able to 
support local actions and planning for pre-
vention, care, and managing of violence74,78,79.

Besides, we observed that the study va-
riables and questions – whether the victim 
received the help she needed, what types 
of resources she received from the services 
after the violence, where she sought for help, 
who gave her support, for example – help to 
identify the consequences of violence also 
for the victims, by means of consequences on 
emotional and physical health, and family and 
social impacts, as for society in general, since 
the planning of prevention and care actions 
is an investment in reducing costs and social 
burdens that result from sexual violence.

 To understand the consequences of vio-
lence, studies assessed the presence of mental 
health problems, risk behaviors, impact on 
productivity, and costs associated with health, 
social, and victim rights care74,78,79.

Surveys here analyzed have the potential 
to guide public policies, since they provide 
important information for the planning of 
prevention and intervention strategies as for 
the violence theme79–81. An example is the 
great concern about the risk of sexual violence 
against women and the LGBTQIA+ population. 
Thus, women care services, by means of those 
studies, are encouraged to find signs of vio-
lence in the women there attended, rendering 
explicit help to address resources and efforts 
to where they are most needed and effective, 
in a cost-effective basis82.

Some surveys also aimed to monitor and 
evaluate interventions for the handling of vio-
lence consequences. When a study confirms 
the positive results of a practice or interven-
tion, that data subsidizes the dissemination 
of good practices or evidence-based inter-
ventions83. When they raise weaknesses or 
challenges in the handling of violence situa-
tions, the survey results uncover issues that 
need improvement, better planning or local 
or cultural adaptations.

It is to note that online forms as research 
tools for surveys had scarce use in the violence 
surveys here analyzed.

Yet, online survey forms can be valuable 
tools for research on violence, as they allow 
for data to be collected confidentially and 
anonymously, without the need for displa-
cement or face-to-face approach by an in-
terviewer, which can encourage people to 
provide more sensitive information in detail 
about experiences of violence that can be 
difficult to report in person. Besides, online 
forms can be quickly disseminated through 
a broaden scope84, increasing the possibility 
of responses coming from people from most 
remote regions.

However, studies reveal that the use of 
online tools for studies on violence tends to in-
crease the representation of younger people to 
the detriment of older ones, which may cause 
bias in the results85. One of the indications of 
the literature specialized in remote surveys is 
that they be carried out by means of short and 
simple questions, easy to be understood by the 
respondents, and with the aid of powerful tools 
capable of ensuring total data security86,87.

Population-based surveys and studies are 
essential tools for understanding violence. 
When well performed, by means of com-
prehensive, sensitive, and careful variables, 
they help to identify the prevalence and 
patterns of violence, as well as the risk and 
protective factors connected to violence. 
Thus, they also subsidize the identification 
of predictors, social determinants, risk and 
protection factors, as allow for the evaluation 
of the existing interventions effectiveness and 
guide the design of new policies and strategies 
for prevention and care of victims5,15.

Limitations of the review

The main limitation of this study was the lack 
of description as to the variables analyzed by 
some surveys, and the lack of availability of 
forms and instruments for data collection in 
open format. The lack of full data retrieval 
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instruments made it impossible to list and 
analyze in depth the variables adopted by all 
the surveys included in this study.

Conclusions

Main variables and matters investigated by the 
surveys included in this scoping review aimed to 
identify the risk and protective factors related to 
violence and to evaluate existing programs, in-
terventions and policies for the handling of their 
consequences and guidance in the design of new 
public policies, strategies and cost-effective inter-
ventions for good practices in the care of victims 
of those violences. It is to advise that surveys be 
carried out with vulnerable populations based 
on age range, socioeconomic condition or gender 
or race/color, allowing for a more in-depth and 
intersectional analysis of types of violence. It 
is also important to say that data on violence 
can be related to various variables and social 
determinants of health so that a profile can be 
drawn and public policies can be developed to 
fight against the types of violence occurring in 
various spheres of society.
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